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LAKE COLERIDGE IN THE EARLY DAYS 


AIR. C. J. HARPER acquired the Lake Coleridge Kun in 1862. Built 
Homestead in 1864. The above sketch made by J. S. Browning. Chief 
Surveyor of Canterbury, in 1870. while resting at Lake Coleridge, after 
discovering Pass from West Coast to Canterbury, called “ Browning’s 
Pass.” \ 


Mr. Harper revisited Lake Coleridge, after an absence of 47 ytears, 
a, nd in connection with that visit wrote: “On Monday. November r9th, 
1917, 1 visited the Lake Coleridge Intake Power House. A most intertest- 
ing visit to me to see the good roads and great work put forward \by 
the Public Works Department; but the greatest interest was the site 
of my old Homestead and the grand old Lake, which I had not seen 
since 1870.” 


□ □ □ 


LAKE COLERIDGE HYDRO-ELECTRIC SCHEME 

The present development commenced in 1909 when Mr. F. Kissed 
carried out the preliminary surveys of the necessary work, his head- 
quarters being in tents in the plantation at the Lake Coleridge home- 
stead. In this work Mr. Kissel was assisted by Messrs. Cameron and 
O’Malley, who still retain positions on the engineering staff at Lake 
Coleridge. 

Active construction work was commenced in 1912. and completed at 
the end of 1914. when the plant was officially opened and placed in the 
charge* of Mr. A. R. Blackwood, the present Superintendent. 

The Lake is sixty-five miles due west of Christchurch, approxi- 
mately eleven miles long, by two miles wide, and nearly 1700ft. above 
sea level. The water tunnel is about miles in length, and will carry 
sufficient water for four pipe lines. The two pipe lines connecting it 
with the Power House are o\er |*mile long, with a head of 485ft. It 
is proposed to immediately extend the system by the erection of two 
more pipe lines and further Power House machinery, thus doubling 
the output of the plant. 
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Lt.-Colonel JOHN FINDLAY, C.B., D.S.O 
C.O. Canterbury mounted Rifles 

“The m on and women who went forth to assist the Umpire and 
were spared to return to New Zealand can. and should, do all in then- 
power to assist in making our beautiful Dominion well worth fighting 
and working for, and truly ‘ (rod's own country.’ ” 





THE LATE MR JOHN MURCHISON 


Mr. John Murchison became the owner of a portion of Lake 
Coleridge Station in 1880, afterwards acquiring the property held by 
Mr. R. M. Cotton. lie was a member of the local Hoad Board, and of 
the Canterbury Agricultural and Pastoral Association. Mr. Murchison 
endeared himself to all who knew him by his kindly sympathy, and 
nothing gave him greater pleasure than to assist those whom he con- 
sidered worthy of support. lie died in England, in July, 1904, leaving a 
widow and five sons, three of the latter having seen service at the 
front as members of the Mounted Rifle Regiment during the recent 
great war. 
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TIME-TABLE 
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• • »— 


7 a.m. — Cars leave Soldiers’ Club, Ashbur- 
ton. 


10 a.m. — Arrive Power House. 


12.30p.m. — Dinner at Lake Coleridge 
Station — Mr Murchison’s 
Homestead. 


1.30 p.m. —Silent Tribute to those comrades 
who lost their lives during the 
war — on land, on sea or in the 
air. 

(All proceedings to be suspended for 
two minutes). 


I 
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2 p.m. — Cricket Match, Soldiers v. All 
Comers. 


2.30 p.m. — Talk by Mr Hitchcock — 

Subject : The Application of Electricity 
to Agriculture. 

The Mayor of Ashburton presiding. 


4 p.m. — Cars leave on Homeward Journey. 


List of Ashburton Returned Soldiers 
Attending Picnic. 


□ □ □ 


Findlay, John, Lieut. -Col. 
Bishop, William, and Wife. 
Meaclem, J. F., and Wife. 
Carroll, A., and Wife. 
Templeton, R. J. R., and Wife 
Sumner, F G., and Wife. 


Anderson, W. J., and Wife. 
Hay, J). R., and Wife. 

Boyd, Alfred, and Wife. 
McKenzie,, A. W., and Wife. 
Gourdie, Robt., and Wife. 
Kyles, G. A., and Wife. 


McQuilkin, Jas., and Wife. Hayward, 

F. G., and Wife. 

Hyde, If., and Wife. 

Jamieson, 

I)., and Wife. 

Jessep, Chas., and Wife. 

Jary, W., 

and Wife. 

Bamford, W., and Wife. 

Dellow, II. 

G., and Wife. 

Hill, J. J., and Wife. 

Blathwayt 

, M. P. W„ and Wife. 

Orr, K. 11., and Wife. 

Waterston 

, C.. and Wife. 

Bishop, W. 10., and Wife. 

Hunt, R. I 

ii., and Wife. 

Ward, J. 11., and Wife. 

CunlilFe, S., and Wife. 

Parsons, E., and Wife. 

Dr. Petty, 

and Wife. 

Gifford, 11. F., and Wife. 

Bell, H. G 

.. and Wife. 

Colville, P. L., and Wife. 

Langdon, 

J., and Wife. 

Hampton. J., and Wife. 

Box, W. 

F., and Wife. 

McCann, M., and Wife. 

Amos, C. 

IL, and Wife. 

Gill, T., and Wife. 

Clement, 

])., and Wife. 

Petrie, Rev. 

Killoli, J. A. 

March, J. 10. 

Hopkins, L. S. 

Kill oh, L. W. 

March. W. IT. 

May son. M. G. 

Lockhard, W. J. 

Firmstono, T. C 

Boothroyd, J. P. 

Valentine, D. A. 

McCracken, A 

Gluyas, R. J. 

Tucker, W. R. 

Addis, J. A. 

Mitchell, S. 

McNicoll. C. V. 

Beach, V. J. 

Ainsworth, Jas. 

Kennedy. J. 

Gadd, A. C. 

McKay, W. 

Thomas, — . 

Turner, Geo. 

Bishop, J. B. 

Templeton, L. 

Warden, II. C. 

Moore. R. ’1’. 

Ellery. J. B. 

Ross, W. A. R. 

Stock, F. S. 

McKay. B. 

Go wans, R. 

Grey, W. JO. 

0 il Ion . W. 

k Wilkinson, J. W 

Minoguc, T. W. 

Soal. C, 

Carter, W. IL 

Johns, G. 

Brassett, F. S. 

Kelleher. J. W. 

Ro wilt ret* , II. B. 

Glendening, '1’. 

Hill. II. 

Fowke, Ij. J. N. 

Fdr, 10. 

MeCallum, W. 

Fovvke, S. 

McQnilken, J. 

Trethewey, Geo. 
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List of Soldiers Continued. 


Prattley, S. 

Hume. .1. F. 
Hume, G. S. 
Jamieson. A. J. 
Culverhouse, S. 
Dobbin, J. 
Withell, K. C. D. 
Jamieson, T. 
llanly, F. 

Gray, D. 

Peris, W. 

Gall, P. M. 
Fitzgerald, J. G. 
Cain, iT. 

Lindsay, C. 
Glendenning, C. 
Paterson, D. T. 
Ironside, W. R. 
Sevens. I- F. 
Smith, D. 
Fitzgerald, T>. J. 
Brown. W. 

Berry, W. II. 
Lloyd. F. B. 
McGinn. Jas. 
McKay, D. G. 
Patching, W. J 
Patching. C. 
McKee, L. 
Lindsay, Jas. 
Muir, K. 

Day, A. V. 
Brantley, G. 

Giles, W. 

Murrell, L. 

Hay dock. P. C. 
Shra broke. C. F 
Hardwick. J. F 
Vance, C. S. 
Rainey, Thos. 
Moore, W. L. 
Robertson, R. K. 
Harrison. J. 


Brown, (L 
Bier. F. J. 

Blee, G. E. 

Mathers, A. 

Wilson, W. K. 
Tremaiti. G. E. 
Hampton, C. D. 
Smith. M. R. 
Clemens, C. II. 
Clemens, J. J. 
Stevens. J. II. 
Colville, P. L. 

Gunn. J. 

Tait, J. W. S. 
McKay. A. S. 
McCormick. J. B. 
Fergusson. ,T. R. 
McCormick. W. G. 
Hight, C. T. A. 
Madden, V. 

Furniss, F. M. 
Hayes, D. W. 
Stringfcllow. C. 
Nicol, W. II. 
McDonald, D. 

Day, R. S. II. 
Simpson. S. B. 

Deer, II. F. 
Jennens, 0. K. 

Betts, J. P. 
Thompson, Tl. 
Parkin, F. 

Gardiner, T. 
McCallnm. I). S. 
Watson, II. 

Smith, J\ 

Hickman, D. ,1. D. 
McConacliie. 11. R. 
Moore. D. IT. 
Hampton, R. J. 

Pen nail. T. H. 
Taylor. S. 

C lei land, W. 


Brown. J. B. 
Baker, A. R. 
Baker, J. R. B. 
Prendergast, J. 
Bonnington, C. 
Williams. R. S. 
Clark, Alfred 
Clark, J. 

Clark, P. 

Canning, Geo. 
Robinson, J. W. 
Martin, R. T. 
Watson, A. C. 
Vigors, F. j\I. 
Morse, C. J. 
Small, John 
Butler, j*. F. 
Read, P. H. 
White. Chas. 
Slade, T. Tl. 
McKay, W. M 
Brand, C. C. 
OWeill, J. 

All wood, PL 
Stevens. R. 

Oliver. W. 
Craw-ford. T. 
Kewish, Geo. 
Slater, F. 

Grigg, F. 

Brown, R. 

Turton, W. 

Hicks, L. 

Doak, G. M. 
Doak. D. TL 
McGuiggan, J. J 
Pearson, F. S. 
Hood, G. L. 
Herron, W. D. 
Ingram, V. C. 
Coe, G. TL 
Clement, D. 


This list is ns complete as the inf ot inn tion at our disposal enables us to make it. 
We apologise for any omissions. 
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List of Owners who are Lending Cars for 
Soldiers’ Picnic. 


□ □ □ 


Messrs. PAGE a 

W. Paso 
J . Cow 

11. J. C. Harper 
W. March. 

R. Frisky. 

T. Wilson. 

W. McLauchlan. 

J . E. Rule. 

Bui ok. 

V. W. Watt. 

W. J. Allen 
H. Simmons 
r l’. Dobbin. 

L. Newman*. 

J. Bland. 

E. A. Bland. 

.J. Tucker. 

R. McElhinney. 

.J. Cburoh. 

W. H.' Woods. 

.1. B. Christian. 

S. Taylor (Sam.) 

F. B. Lloyd. 

F. Porter, 

J. C. N. Grigg. 

11. Guinness fL’ieul.) 

H. Addis. 

V. P. Boot. 

Mrs. Thomas. 

W. Oakley. 

I). T. C. Mcllroy. 

J. Williams. 

This list is as complete as the infornia 
We apologise 


nd RULE. Marshals 

W. Dawson. 

J. W. Olliver. 

J. Gri^g?. 

Hon. W. Nos wort by. M.P. 

S. Taylor (Stuart). 

B. R. P. Montgomery. 

II. .J. I lay dock. 

R. J. S. Wilson. 

W. Prebble. 

J. Houlston. 

R. Forsythe. 
r P. Undrill. 

I). Wood. 

0. IToskin. 

. Armstrong. 

J. Watson. 

R. Kerr. 

J. Mo Far! a no. 

M. P. W. B lath way t. 

II. Childs. 

N. Johnson. 

W. Y. Allan. 

J. M. Wilkie. 

J. Heseltine. 

F. Watson. 

J. Macfarlane. 

R. Kennedy. 

A. Read. 

Electric Supply Co. 

W. J. Moore. 

A. L. Zouoh. 

tion at our disposal enables us to make it. 
for any omissions. 
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* IN HONOUR of HANS CHRISTIAN OERSTED, 

WHO DISCOVERED THE MAGNETIC EFFECT OF AN 
ELECTRIC CURRENT IN 1819, THUS LAYING ONE 
OF THE SCIEWTIFJC FOUNDATION STONES UPON 

which this Generating Station is built 

This tablet was erected by the Philosophical 
it+srrruTE. or Canterbury «n t9l 9 , to mark 

THE CENTENARY or HI* GREAT DISCOVERY 


Marble Memorial Tablet 

TO 

Hans Christian Oersted 


ERECTED AT LAKE COLERIDGE 
POWER STATION 
1915 


